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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

FOR  1923. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  3'our  consideration  ni\' 
Annual  Report  for  1923. 

Area — 913  Acres. 

Population — 19,040. 

The  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  3778  giving  5 persons 
per  house,  with  20  8 persons  per  acre. 

Rateable  value,  ,^,59,100. 

.Sum  represented  b}’  a penin'  rate,  ^202. 

Local  Features. 

'I'he  district  is  situated  in  South  Staffordshire,  having  to  the 
north  the  Urban  District  of  Willenhall,  to  the  east  the  Count}' 
Borough  of  Walsall,  to  the  south  the  Borough  of  Wednesburv,  and 
to  the  west  the  Urban  District  of  Bilston.  The  subsoil  is  mostl}' 
clay  overlying  the  coal  measures,  and  the  natural  drainage  is  into 
tributaries  of  the  river  Tame. 

The  population  is  practicall}'  an  artizan  one,  the  people  being 
engaged  in  iron  and  galvanized  iron  works. 
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Births. 

The  Births  registered  numbered  459,  viz  : 234  Males,  225 

Females,  of  these  It  were  illegitimate,  viz  : 5 males,  6 females. 

The  Birth-rate  is  24' 1 compared  with  25'8  in  1922  and  27’3 
in  1921. 


Deaths. 

The  Deaths  registered  were  195,  viz  ; Males  103,  Females  92, 
giving  a death-rate  of  10‘2  compared  with  12'6  in  1922  and  11  7 
in  1921. 

NTimber  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth. 
From  Sepsis,  nil.  Other  causes,  2. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Tlie  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  39  compared  with 
36  in  1922. 

Th  ‘ rate  per  1000  births  is,  lyegitimate  82'7,  Illegitimate  2‘1. 
Total  84-8. 


Measles. 

Si.\  deaths  were  recorded  from  this  disease,  compared  with 
one  in  1922, 


Whooping  Cough. 

Four  fatal  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  compared  with 
seven  in  1922. 


Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age). 

Thisdisea.se  was  responsible  for  6 deaths,  compared  with  4 in 
1922  and  13  in  1921. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

20  cases  were  notified  (no  deaths)  compared  with  47  (one 
death)  in  1922. 

11  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


Enteric. 


No  cases  notified. 
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Diphtheria  and  Membraneous  Croup. 

Four  cases  (no  deaths)  were  notified,  compared  with  eight 
cases  (two  deaths)  in  1922.  A supply  of  anti-toxin  is  kept  in  the 
Health  Office  for  issue  to  Medical  Practitioners,  and  was  used  in  all 
these  cases. 


Respiratory  Diseases. 

Deaths— Bronchitis  . . . . 12 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  3 

36 


Compared  with  63  in  1922  and  57  in  1921. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

One  case  was  notified,  which  was  treated  in  Hospital,  and 
recovered. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

No  cases  notified. 


Influenza. 

One  death  was  due  to  this  disease,  compared  with  five  in  1922. 

Cancer. 

18  deaths  were  registered,  compared  with  22  in  1922. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

'this  disease  accounted  for  21  deaths,  compared  with  23  in 
1922.  21  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  52  in  1922  and  70  in  1921. 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  accounted  for  6 deaths  and  5 notifi- 
cations were  received.  The  number  of  cases  not  notified  is 
practically  nil. 


Inquests. 

Seven  deaths  from  violence  (including  one  suicide)  occui red. 


Isolation  Hospital. 

-This  building  is  situated  in  Heath  Road  and  has  been  enlarged 
by  the  addition  of  an  Army  Hut.  There  is  now  accommodation  for 
36  patients. 
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11  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  admitted,  compared  with 
31  in  1922.  The  Tuberculosis  dispensary  is  in  Russell  Street, 
Wednesbury,  and  the  male  Sanatorium  at  Prestwood.  Female 
patients  are  chiefl}'  sent  to  Yarnfield,  near  Stone. 

Difficult  maternity  cases  are  provided  for  by  arrangement 
with  the  General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

K\-e  cases  are  treated  at  the  Eye  Infirmary,  Wolverhampton. 

Tl'.e  Smallpox  Hospital  is  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Council. 

There  are  no  Institutions  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate 
infants  and  homele.ss  children. 

/\n  Ambulance  (horsed)  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for 
the  remov  al  of  infectious  cases. 

For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  a Motor  Ambulance  has 
been  provided  by  the  manufacturers  of  the  town.  Accommodation 
is  available  for  two  stretcher  cases.  I'he  Vehicle  is  housed  at  the 
'I  own  Hall  the  Local  Authority  underiaking  the  provision  of  the 
driver  and  the  caie  and  maintenance  of  the  Ambulance.  The 
Ambulance  is  available  at  any  time,  both  for  works  cases  and  town 
use. 


Bacteriological  Examinations. 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  all  examinations  for 
Diphtheria  and  riiberculosis  are  carried  out  in  the  Wolverhampton 
General  Hospital. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Centre  is  situated  in  Rectory  Avenue,  aud  consists  of  a 
large  waiting  room,  a consulting  room,  and  a kitchen  with  sanitary 
arrangements.  A shelter  for  perambulators  is  provided. 

The  year  1923  has  been  a most  successful  one,  the  attendances 
having  increased  to  a satisfactory  extent. 

The  Staff  consists  of  a Medical  Officer,  and  two  Health 
Visitors.  The  work  includes  the  visiting  of  Infants  from  10  days  up 
to  the  fifth  year,  at  which  latter  period  they  come  under  school 
supervision,  also  the  visiting  of  all  notified  tubercular  cases,  non- 
notifiable  infectious  disease,  and  the  inspection  of  shelteis  provided 
for  tubercular  patients. 

1 he  past  year  has  been  quite  successful,  the  attendance 
keeping  up  to  a good  average. 
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Although  there  is  a good  attendance  at  the  Welfare  Centre, 
there  still  room  for  improvement.  From  an  educational  point  of 
view  much  remains  to  be  accomplished  and  there  is  ample  scope  for 
work  in  this  direction.  Welfare  work  from  this  standpoint  needs  to 
be  kept  well  to  the  front. 

Infants  sleeping  with  their  parents,  or  even  two  or  three 
children  in  the  same  bed  as  their  parents,  and  sometimes  one  or 
both  parents  consumptive,  is  still  quite  a common  occurrence. 

The  tube  bottle  and  dummy,  which  is  one  of  the  greatest  evils 
to  be  met  with,  is  still  far  too  prevalent.  Until  these  and  many  more 
attendant  evils  are  stamped  out,  much  remains  to  be  done.  Many 
people  do  not  yet  realise  that  the  Centre  is  not  only  a place  for 
weighing  babies,  but  an  Advisory  Centre  for  parents. 

The  expectant  mother  could  be  dealt  with  more  than  has 
been  done  in  the  past. 

There  is  no  accommodation  for  maternity  cases.  Infaius  ver}- 
often  have  to  be  born  in  exceedingly  overcrowded  houses  or  rooms. 
This  is  a bad  start  for  Infant  Welfare. 

'I'here  is  no  Institution  where  sick  children  can  have  proper 
nnrsing.  It  children  with  Pneumonia,  Hionchitis,  Measles,  etc. 
could  have  skilled  nursing,  it  would  greatly  tend  to  decrease  the 
death  rate. 

The  Mothercraft  classes  are  still  carried  on.  These  are 
financed  by  the  Voluntary  Committee. 

The  usual  Christmas  Tree  Celebrations  were  held  during 
January. 

The  Voluntary  Committee  .still  continue  with  their  work  at 
the  Centre  and  their  help  is  found  to  be  most  valuable. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  3 ear’s  work  ; — 


Visits  made  to  notified  births 
Revisits  to  Infants  (1  month— 5 years) 
Visits  to  Fxpectant  Mothers 
Visits  to  Infections  Diseases — Measles 


479 

48b.I 

50 

171 


Tuberculosis. 


First  visits  to  notified  cases 
Revisits 


18 

1149 


Total 


1107 


/ 


Welfare  Centre. 

First  attendance  at  Centre  . 268 

Revisits  to  Centre  3897 

Total  attendances  for  the  year  . . 4165 

Number  of  times  Centre  opened  82 

Number  of  Infants  examined  by  M.O.  220 


The  work  at  the  Centre  is  making-  steady  progress,  and  the 
Health  Visitors  show  a keen  enthusiasm  for  their  work. 


Nursing  Institute. 

This  is  situated  in  Rectory  Avenue.  The  Staff  consists  of  two 
Mid  wives  and  two  Cleneral  Nurses.  The  work  is  carried  on  by  the 
Darlaston  Nursing  .Association. 

A Clinic  for  minor  injuries,  &c.,is  held  each  morning,  and  the 
Nurses  visit  the  Scliools  in  addition. 


Midwi  ves. 

There  are  six  Midwives  practising  in  the  District. 


Sanitary  Administration. 

All  refuse  is  removed  by  the  Council’s  own  men  under  a 
foreman,  ',1'he  work  is  efficiently  carried  out. 

Stead\'  progress  is  being  made  in  reducing  the  number  of  open 
ashpits,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  Ward  tables.  Apart  from 
houses  not  at  ])resent  within  reach  of  the  sewer,  only  8 conveniences 
on  the  conservancy  system  remain.  The  Moxley  area  will  shortly  be 
drained  by  the  deep  sewer  which  is  being  laid  by  the  neighbouring 
authcrit\-  of  Bilston.  Galvanized  iron  dust-bins  are  in  general  use, 
and  the  work  of  refuse  removal  is  well  carried  out  under  the  control 
of  the  Health  Deiiartment. 


Housing. 

The  Council’s  Housing  Scheme,  as  far  as  sanctioned  by  the 
Ministry  was  completed  last  year.  No  additional  houses  have  been 
elected  by  the  Local  Authority.  f()  houses,  hovvever  have  been 
erected  by  private  enterprise,  and  4 are  in  course  of  erection. 

The  need  for  more  houses  at  a reasonable  rent  is  still  great,  as 
overcrov\ding  is  far  too  prevalent,  the  question  is  dealt  with  at 
greater  length  in  your  Inspector’s  report,  which  I commend  to  your 
notice. 


Public  Health  Staff. 


Consists  of  one  Medical  Officer  (part  time),  one  qualified 
Sanitary  and  Meat  Inspector,  and  two  Health  Visitors — all  whole 
time  officers.  The  office  accommodation  is  total!}-  inadequate  for 
the  amount  of  work  done. 

All  Laboratory  work  is  done  by  arrangemenr  with  the  General 
Hospital,  Wolverhampton 


Statutes  adopted  by  the  Council. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Infectious  Di.sease  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  1890.  Adopted  23rd  March, 

1891. 

Baths  and  Washhouses  Act  1846-1899.  Adopted  3rd  October, 

1905. 

Various  Sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  Amendment  Act 
1907.  Bv  order  of  tl;e  Local  Government  Board,  dated  8th  of 
April,  1909. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907.  Adopted  1st  February,  1910. 


Bye-Laws  in  force  in  the  District. 

relating  to 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  3rd  June,  1902. 

Pleasure  Grounds,  6th  January,  1903. 

Nuisances,  6th  June,  1905. 

Slaughterhouses,  6th  June,  1905. 

Regulations  with  respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
adopted  6th  June,  1905. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  now  in  course  of  construction  is 
well  advanced.  The  Jtjector  Chamber  in  Cemetery  Road,  is  piac- 
tically  constructed,  the  ejector  machinery  is  installed,  and  the 
laying  of  the  air  ami  pumping  mains  is  well  advanced.  The  final 
connections  to  this  Fqector  will  be  made  when  power  plant  is  fixed 
at  the  Outfall  Works. 
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OUTFALL  WORKS  SITE. 


riie  existing  rectangular  tanks  are  in  course  of  re-construc- 
tion. The  new  circular  septic  tank  is  practically  complete  and  the 
circular  Humus  'I'ank  has  the  masonary  in  course  of  erection.  The 
Distributing  Chambers  to  supply  the  Percolating  Filter  Beds  are  also 
in  course  of  construction,  the  supply  pipes  from  the  Chambers  to 
the  P'ilters  being  already  laid. 

The  five  circular  Percolation  Filter  Beds  are  in  course  of 
erection,  the  main  walls  being  built  and  the  whole  of  the  aeration 
tiles  laid,  and  the  filling  of  the  washed  gravel  layer  over  the  tiles  is 
being  proceeded  with.  The  Separator  Tank  which  is  designed  for 
arresting  the  Humus  from  the  Filters  is  in  course  of  construction. 
The  Storm  Water  Tanks  (two  in  number)  are  practically  completed, 
onh'  minor  matters  requiring  attention  before  these  tanks  can  be 
put  into  operation. 

The  original  proposal  for  dealing  with  the  Sludge  on  the 
existing  beds  has  been  adandoned  owing  to  the  rise  of  underground 
waters  and  an  amended  scheme  for  pumping  the  .sludge  on  to  the 
allotment  area  at  a higher  level  adopted. 

The  existing  land  beds  will  be  reserved  for  wash  out  waters 
from  the  tanks. 

The  remaining  works  of  construction  are  proceeding  satisfac- 
torily and  the  Plant  should  be  in  full  working  order  towards  the  fall 
of  the  year  (1924). 


Water  Supply. 

1 he  district  is  served  with  a continuous  supply  of  good 
water  from  the  South  Stafford.shire  Water  Works  Company.  Wells 
are  not  in  use. 


Mortuary. 

T his  is  situated  at  the  rear  of  the  town  Hall.  Ambulance, 
instruments,  and  necessary  equipment  are  provided  and  are  iji  g-ood 
Older. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  6 Cow.sheds,  15  Retailers,  1 Dairy  and  9 .Slaugliter- 
houses  registered  in  the  district.  They  are  well  kept  and  the 
arrangements  of  a satisfactory  chai  acter. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 


Nut  and  Bolt  making  is  the  staple  trade,  but  in  addition  there 
are  Constructional  Engineers  who  turn  ont  heavy  work,  such  as 
Railway  Station  roofs,  Bridges,  etc.  There  are  also  Galvanizers, 
Tube  Makers,  Stampers,  Latch  Makers,  Engineers  for  making  bolt 
and  nut  machinery,  etc..  Sawmills.  Joiners,  Builders  and  Contrac- 
tors, Motor  Car  Frame  Makers,  Chain  Makers  and  Steam  Laundry. 

The  following  list  comprises  the  trades  carried  on  in  Workshops  : 


Sugar  Boilers 
Watch  Repairers 
Printers 
Basket  Makers 
Stone  Masons 
Picture  Framer 
Pattern  Makers 
Cooper 
Malsters 
Stampers 
Pluntbing 
Bakers 


Nut  & Bolt  making 
Gun  Locks 
Dressmaking 
Millinery 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairing 

Shoeing  Blacksmiths 

joiners  and  Carpenters 

Wheelwrights  and  Coach  makers 

Rope  Making 

Saddlers 

File  Cutting 

Tailors 


May  I once  more  call  your  attentiorr  to  the  insufficient  office 
accommodation  of  the  Health  Department. 

The  present  arrangement  is  most  unsatisfactory  and  proditces 
want  of  cohesion — more  clerical  assistance  is  required- a matter 
which  I have  brought  forw'ard  on  many  occasions  without  result. 

Ill  conclusion  I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  able  assistance 
I have  received  from  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Health  Visitors. 


I remain,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

VINCENT  J.  MAGRANE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Table  I. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 


DISEASE. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small-pox 



— 

— 

Diptheria 

4 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

11 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

11 

— 

21  all  forms 

Erysipelas 

4 

— 

T reated 

Vision 

Un- 

impaired 

Vision 

Total 

Notified 

At  Home 

In  Hosp’l 

impaired 

Blindness 

Deaths 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 


Table  II. 


Showing  Causes  of  Deaths  during  / 923. 


Causes  of  Deaths 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

103 

92 

Measles 

2 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

2 

Influenza 

1 

— 

Tuberculo.sis  of  Respiratory  System 

10 

11 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

5 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

12 

6 

Cerebral  Hgemorrhage  &c. 

— 

8 

Heart  Disease 

8 

9 

Ai  terio-Sclerosis 



1 

Bronchitis 

9 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

13 

8 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

4 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

2 

4 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 



1 

Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy 



2 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  &.c. 

9 

8 

Suicide 

1 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

4 

2 

Other  defined  diseases 

20 

20 

Table  III. 


'tuberculosis. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Fiilmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 





1 







1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

5 

— 



— 

— 



— 

1 

— 

10 



J 





— 

2 

— 

— 

15 

- 

3 

1 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

20  .. 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

25 

2 

-> 

0 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

35 

3 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

45  . 

55 

65  and  upwards 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

— 

Totals 

9 

12 

5 

Nil 

10 

11 

5 

1 

Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Mr.  Chairiman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  iny  report  on  the  Sanitary  Cir- 
cumstances of  the  District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1923. 

.‘\lthough  the  year  has  been  a difficult  one  from  many  points 
of  view,  a fair  amount  of  repair  work  of  a general  and  structural 
character  has  been  carried  out.  The  period  has  been  a most  difficult 
one  both  from  the  tenants  and  owners  point  of  view.  Unemploy- 
ment is  still  rife,  and  in  a working-class  district  such  as  this,  the 
landlord  is  amongst  the  first  to  feel  the  effect.  Blanks  occur  very 
frecpiently  in  the  Rent  Book  during  periods  of  unemployment,  and 
when  one  considers  that  a large  number  of  the  property  owners 
belong  to  the  thrifty  working  class,  people  who  in  the  main  rely  on 
the  rents  for  their  livelihood,  the  difficulty  of  getting  work  carried 
out  becomes  apparent.  When  calling  on  owners  to  carry  out  exten- 
sive repairs  it  has  been  found  on  many  occasions  that  in  the  5/-  and 
6/-  a week  houses  the  tenants  are  as  much  in  arrears  as  ;^15,  a not 
insignificant  amount  to  propert}^  owners  such  as  are  mentioned.  A 
large  number  of  houses  belonging  to  the  Court  class  are  fit  onlj'  for 
demolition,  but  in  view  of  the  scarcity  of  houses  and  the  low  rents 
charged  for  houses  of  this  class,  the  difficulty  presents  itself  of  pro- 
viding a comparable  substitute,  especially  from  the  point  of  view  of 
rent.  The  average  rent  paid  b}"  the  working  classes  has  been  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  6/-  a week  and  now  that  the  wages  are  nearing 
pre-war  level  with  the  cost  of  livdng  still  high,  12/-  or  more  is  far  too 
high  a figure.  Houses  for  the  “ Artizan  Classes”  are  not  N-et  forth- 
coming. Where  people  coming  within  this  category  have  secured 
the  tenancy  of  a Council  house,  it  is  found  tiiat  the  dwelling  is 
occupied  by  more  than  one  family.  'I'his  is  more  of  a necessity  on 
account  of  the  high  rents  and  unemployment.  In  spite  of  these  joint 
tenancies,  arrears  are  not  inconsiderable. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  now  that  the  district  has 
been  practically  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system  and  water 
closets  installed,  a considerable  number  of  defects  iu  connection 
with  the  necessary  apparatus  has  been  reported.  A number  of 
defects  is  the  result  of  neglect  and  misuse.  Numerous  defective 
pedestals  have  been  reported  with  the  earthenware  fractured  round 
the  flush  connection,  due  chiefly  to  loose  seat  connections  and  pres- 
sure on  the  wooden  frame.  Owners  would  be  well  advised  to 
overhaul  the  fittings  periodically  and  give  the  tanks  a coat  of  paint. 
This  would  helji  to  prevent  deterioration  and  avoid  expensive 
renewals. 
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Propert}'  owners  fall  into  two  classes,  those  who  attend  to  dis- 
repairs as  soon  as  they  come  to  their  notice,  and  on  the  other  hand 
those  who  never  dream  of  remedyino-  defects  until  pressed  to  do  so 
by  the  sanitary  authorities.  'I'he  latter  class  would  do  well  to 
remember  that  property  ownership  compares  with  the  ownership  of 
a motor  car  — attention  and  renewals  are  required  at  regular  intervals 
if  the  best  service  is  to  be  obtained.  They  both  have  a limited  life 
and  a certain  amount  is  required  to  be  set  aside  for  depreciation. 

Tenants  also  have  their  obligations  and  duties,  and  they 
should  always  bear  in  mind  that  although  houses  are  erected  or  pur- 
chased in  the  first  instance  as  an  investment,  they  represent  a very 
bad  speculation  if  tenants  fail  to  meet  the  just  demands  of  the 
landlord,  or  they  do  not  exercise  proper  control  over  the  children 
under  their  charge  who  often  cause  damage  to  quarries,  plaster  and 
sanitary  fittings. 

Instances  could  be  mentioned  wheie  owners  have  found  the 
balance  on  the  wrong  side  on  the  quarter’s  turnover  due  chiefly  to 
the  aforesaid  reasons  and  other  demands.  There  are  good  and  bad 
tenants  as  well  as  landlords,  but  fortunately  the  former  outweigh 
the  latter,  and  it  is  the  latter  we  endeavour  to  make  see  the  error  of 
their  ways.  The  landlord  we  can  invariably  deal  adequately  with, 
but  the  scope  of  the  Public  Health  Act  requires  widening  in  order  to 
deal  adequately  with  the  negligent  tenant  who  regards  the  dwelling 
more  as  a shelter  than  a home.  Some  of  the  regulations  applying  to 
common  lodging  hou-ses  could  well  be  applied  to  man}"  houses. 

Drain  stoppages  have  been  fairlv  numerous,  285  having  been 
attended  to  during  the  } ear.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority  who  retain  a man  for  the  particular  purpose.  When 
drains  become  choked  and  liquid  filth  floods  the  premises  it  is  a 
matter  of  urgency  that  the  defect  ,=hould  be  remedied  without  delay. 
If  time  has  to  be  wasted  in  serving  notices  and  obtaining  men  to  do 
the  work  the  nuisance  may  give  rise  to  serious  consequences.  Hence 
this  arrangement  by  the  Authorit\".  Tenants  however  should  lift 
up  the  inspection  covers  to  the  drains  at  least  once  a week  and  flush, 
reporting  any  irregularit}'  to  the  Health  Department. 

Outhouses  too,  do  not  receive  the  attention  they  should.  A 
whitened  wall  to  these  premises  gives  a lighter,  cleaner  and  healthier 
aspect.  A whitewash  brush  and  material  can  alwaj’S  be  obtained  at 
the  office  on  application. 

In  visiting  the  homes  of  the  working  classes  one  wonders  how 
the  weekly  bath  gets  accomplished,  especially  when  one  considers 
the  limitations  of  the  smaller  houses.  Batlis,  even  of  the  hand 
variet}  are  rarely  seen.  The  provision  in  one  or  two  of  the  Wards 
of  a range  of  slipper  baths  would  I feel  convinced,  be  greatly  appre- 
ciated by  the  working  classes,  as  the  total  number  of  houses  in  the 
district  with  bath  fixtures  is  238—142  of  this  number  being  Council 
houses. 
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Although  the  year  1923  has  been  rather  exceptional  as  regards 
freedom  from  Flies,  every  effort  has  been  made  to  impress  upon  the 
public  the  gravity  of  allowing  accumulations  of  garbage,  wastes  and 
manure  whereon  these  pests  can  breed  and  feed.  Notices  have  been 
posted  up  in  prominent  positions,  and  pictoral  posters  distributes. 
The  Elementar\’  schools  in  the  district  have  been  supplied  with  these 
circulars  for  distribution  to  the  scholars,  and  lessons  have,  with  the 
kind  co-operation  of  the  Head  Teachers,  been  given  to  the  children. 
Fly  swats  have  been  distributed  to  the  various  schools  for  the  best 
essa3's  written  on  the  subject  and  subsequently  submitted  to  the 
Department  for  adjudication.  These  lessons  have  proved  both  useful 
and  instructive,  and  our  thanks  are  due  to  the  Head  Teachers  for 
tlieir  kindly'  co-operation. 

As  a factor  in  lessening  the  fly  peril  I should  wish  that  there 
were  fewer  of  the  large  uncovered  manure  pits  which  form  favourite 
breeding  places  for  the  house  fly.  and  also  that  the  contents  of  same 
were  removed  at  more  frequent  intervals.  Particular  attention  was 
given  during  the  warmer  months  to  these  deposits  as  regards 
periodic  cleansing. 


Sanitary  Work,  General. 

613  Preliminary  Notices  have  been  issued  covering  defects  of 
a sanitary  nature  and  132  verbal  intimations  given.  No  difiiculty  has 
been  met  with  as  regards  the  latter.  Statutory  notices  have  been 
served  on  the  instructions  of  the  Local  Authority  in  94  instances. 
However,  no  legal  proceedings  were  necessary.  Where  circumstances 
permitted  and  the  nature  of  the  complaint  was  not  prejudicial  to  pub- 
lic health,  latitude  was  allowed  as  regards  time.  This  usually  brought 
the  desired  result.  The  following  will  indicate  the  nature  of  the 
defects  dealt  with. 


Foul  conditions  ..  216 

Structural  defects. — Roofs,  chimne3-s, 

spouting,  walls,  plastering  210 

Yard  paving,  sunk  or  defective. . 51 

Drainage  defects  . . 325 

Ashpits  and  Bins  237 

Water  Closets,  tanks  and  fittings  95 

,,  ,,  fouling  of  97 

Piggeries  21 

Animals  improperly  kept  33 

Offensive  accumulations  , , 29 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  12 

Overcrowding  130 

Bakehouses  1 ! 

Slaughterhouses  13 


4 Statutory  notices  and  43  Preliminary  notices  remain  on  the 
books  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  connections  to  the  new  line  of  sewer  in  Victoria  Road 
and  Heath  Road  have  not  yet  been  made  owing-  to  the  alterations  at 
the  Ejector  not  having  been  completed.  The  new  deej)  sewer  under- 
taken by  the  neighbouring  authority  of  Bilston,  and  to  which  the 
connections  in  the  Moxley  area  will  be  made,  is  now  nearing  com- 
pletion, so  that  the  conversions  here  should  commence  towards  the 
fall  of  1924.  There  are  56  privies  and  15  cesspits  which  will  be 
abolished  in  due  course. 

The  section  of  Willenhall  Street,  extending  from  the  Queen's 
Hall  to  Rough  Hay  Cottages  is  still  unconnected,  the  drainage  being 
to  cesspits,  5 in  number,  and  9 of  the  houses  being  provided  with 
privies.  If  possible  this  part  of  Willenhall  Street  should  be  sewered 
and  drained.  285  drain  stoppages  have  been  amended  during  the 
year,  the  main  causes  being  tenants  negligence,  dropped  pipes,  de- 
fective brickwork  to  inspection  chambers,  and  extraneous  maiter  in 
the  traps,  the  last  mentioned  being  b}^  far  the  most  frequently  met 
with. 


Sanitary  Accommodation. 

There  is  a total  of  2559  Water  Closets  in  connection  with  house 
property,  each  being  provided  with  a two  gallon  flushing  tank, 
except  in  156  instances  where  waste  water  closets  have  been  in- 
stalled. This  type  of  closet  is  now  obsolete,  these  latter  having  been 
flxed  some  time  back. 

In  connection  with  the  smaller  houses  and  court  property,  one 
water  clo.set  to  two  houses  has  been  allowed,  and  it  is  amongst  this 
class  of  property  that  much  difliculty  is  experienced  in  getting 
tenants  to  treat  the  fittings  properly  and  legitimately.  Fouling  of 
pans  is  a common  neglect. 

There  are  eight  conveniences  within  reach  of  the  sewer  which 
remain  unconverted. 

Most  of  the  houses  are  provided  with  galvanized  iron  recep- 
tacles for  house  refuse.  There  are  75  open  ashpits  in  use  at  the 
present  time,  and  445  covered  ashpits  with  doors  and  covering. 

All  refuse,  and  that  practically  all  of  a dry  nature  is  tipped  on 
to  open  land,  and  subsequently  buried  or  covered  with  furnace 
ashes.  The  land  at  Rough  Hay  as  it  becomes  levelled  up,  is  used 
for  allotment  purposes.  Over  40  roods  of  laiul  is  at  present  under 
cultivation  and  bearing  good  crops  Nothing  in  the  way  of  salvage 
is  done  by  the  Local  Authority,  the  ti])S  being  scattered  (five  in 
number)  and  the  labour  involved  in  collecting  does  not  warrant 
exqenditure  in  this  direction. 
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There  are  three  teams  engaged  in  the  work  of  house  refuse 
removal,  three  drivers  and  five  men,  the  work  being  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  a competent  foreman.  There  are  two 
covered  dust  carts,  two  open  carts  and  one  barrel,  the  last  mentioned 
for  emptying  cesspits.  The  special  diaphragm  pump  purchased  last 
year  has  proved  invaluable  and  expedites  this  work  considerably. 
From  experience  in  the  past  it  does  not  seem  advisable  to  instal 
water  closets  until  such  time  as  there  is  a sewer  available  to  take 
the  liquid  wastes.  Frequent  attention  to  the  cesspits  is  necessary 
and  much  expense  entailed  in  barrelling. 

Returns— Domestic  Scavenging. 

Table  1. 


MONTH. 

No.  ot 
Bins 
Emptied 

No.  of 
Ashpits 
Emptied 

No.  of 
Middens 
Emptied 

No.  of 
Cisterns 
Emptied 

Loads 

of 

Ashes 

Load.s  ot 
Nipht 
Soil 

Loads 

from 

Dwells 

lanuarv 

8686 

77 

9 

3c 

427 

5 

58 

February 

7964 

60 

9 

36 

384 

8 

66 

March 

8751 

80 

5 

37 

444 

7 

56 

April  . 

8317 

67 

1 

31 

403 

2 

50 

I\la\' 

9755 

76 

— 

29 

443 

— 

54 

lune 

8515 

83 

4 

27 

457 

7 

37 

July 

9110 

71 

9 

32 

425 

9 

48 

A ugust 

8680 

42 

8 

25 

398 

10 

59 

September 

8152 

71 

4 

45 

416 

5 

83 

October 

9360 

93 

5 

35 

462 

7 

72 

N ovember 

8371 

62 

12 

49 

419 

13 

115 

Deceiul)cr 

7682 

45 

2 

41 

390 

2 

94 

Totals.  1923 

103343 

827 

68 

423 

50o8 

75 

792 

Totals,  1922 

98796 

783 

78 

260 

4776 

104 

629 

Totals,  1921 

91823 

949 

116 

263 

5594 

140 

826 

Returns — Cost. 

The  following  returns  as  to  the  cost  of  domestic  scavenging, 
including  collection  and  disposal,  maintenance  charges,  stables 
account,  wages,  tips,  depreciation,  etc.,  and  worked  out  to  show  the 
cost  per  house  and  per  head. 


Year 

Population 

flouscs 

Total  Cost 

Per  House 

Per 

Head 

£ s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s. 

d. 

1920 

17885 

3632 

2098  0 0 

11  by, 

2 

4K 

1921 

18660 

3733 

2117  1 10 

11  4 

2 

3 

1923 

190 10 

3778 

1645  3 10 

9 

1 

8 

18 

Schools. 


There  are  seven  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District  with  a 
total  of  3557  scholars  on  the  books  and  comprising  1042  bo3's,  965 
girls,  1098  infants  and  470  mixed. 

The  Parrsh  Chnrch  Schools  in  School  Street  have  now  been 
provided  with  a range  of  conveniences  on  the  water  carriage  system, 
a very  welcome  and  satisfactoiw  conversion.  The  St.  John’s  Mis.sion 
Schools  in  Pinfold  Street  still  remain  unconverted.  There  are  four 
privies  here  which  should  be  taken  in  hand  as  soon  as  possible. 


Housing. 

The  total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  is  3778, 
being  358  single  houses,  3322  double  (through  ventilation),  and  98 
back  to  back  houses.  Of  these 

(a)  137  have  one  bedroom 

(b)  1882  have  two  bedrooms 

(c)  1554  have  three  bedrooms 

(d)  205  have  over  three  bedrooms 

Prevailing  rents,  particulars  of,  and  with  reference  to  above 

types. 

(a)  From  3/9  to  4/3  per  week 

(b)  F'rom  4/-  to  5/6  per  week 

(c)  F.om  5/9  to  9/6  per  week 

(d)  From  9/6  to  13/7  per  week 

The  rents  of  the  Council  house  are 

T3’pe  A.  7/-  a week  and  rates  4/1  making  a total  of  11/1. 

Type  B.  9/-  a week  and  rates  5/2  making  a total  of  14/2. 

The  average  rent  of  a three  bedroomed  house  (not  Council 
house)  is  about  9/3  a week  including  rates.  The  average  wage  paid  at 
the  present  time  for  unskilled  labour  is  about  ^,2  per  week,  so  that 
the  above  sum  represents  the  most  a working  man  can  afford  in  the 
way  of  rent,  unless  there  are  members  of  the  famil3'  who  have 
reached  earning  capacity. 

The  ultimate  object  of  providing  better  hou.ses  for  the  artizan 
class,  is  to  improve  their  environmental  conditions,  and  give  them 
a healthier  interest  in  life,  and  the  solution  lies  just  as  much  in 
produci ng  a cheap  house  as  a satisfactor3' one  from  a constuctional 
point  of  view.  One  does  not  appreciate  spending  a substantial 
portion  of  one’s  income  in  rent  to  obtain  a satisfactoiy  home,  if  it 
means  a bare  existence  on  the  balance.  Many  tenants  would  be  onh’ 
too  glad  to  move  from  their  present  unsatisfactoiy  homes,  if  the3' 
could  procure  a house  within  the  limits  of  their  purse. 
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The  cost  of  building  even  at  the  present  price  and  with  the 
Subsidy  is  not  sufficiently  attractive  for  the  speculative  builder  to 
erect  houses  which  will  let  at  an  economic  rent  and  within  the  limits 
of  the  average  worker’s  purse. 

In  a district  such  as  Darlaston  the  building  of  houses  by 
reason  of  the  aid  afforded  by  Exchequer  and  Local  Subsidies,  does 
not  appear  sufficiently  attractive  to  induce  people  to  build.  The 
percentage  of  people  who  desire  to  purchase  their  houses  on  what 
one  might  describe  the  instalment  system,  does  not  appear  large, 
and  in  the  average  worker’s  home  where  every  penny  has  appre- 
ciable value,  sucli  a scheme  does  not  appear  capable  of  producing 
the  houses  recjuired. 

Speculative  builders  also  would  appear  to  find  the  arrange- 
ment not  quite  so  attractive  as  at  first  appeared  unless  they  can 
dispose  of  the  houses  as  soon  as  erected  and  at  a figure  showing  a 
profitable  return 

Houses  for  the  class  of  people  for  whom  they  are  most  urgent- 
ly required  do  not  appear  forthcoming  under  existing  arrangements. 
Even  should  the  subsidy  be  sufficiently  attractive  to  induce  the 
more  thrifty  and  .sufficiently  endowed  section  of  the  community  to 
erect  houses,  tlie  gradual  move  upwards  at  the  present  rate  of  pro- 
gress would  not  be  sufficient  to  bring  about  a material  change  in  the 
housing  conditions  for  many  years  to  come. 

There  are  many  houses  in  the  district  not  exactly  slum  areas, 
but  undesirable  groups  of  houses,  which,  owing  to  the  confined  and 
congi  sted  nature  of  the  sites,  and  the  poor  struc'^ural  condition  of 
many  of  them,  would  be  better  closed  and  deinolislied.  The  unfor- 
tunate part  is  that  we  are  unable  to  deal  even  with  the  worst 
offenders  owing  to  the  dearth  of  houses,  and  to  deal  drastically  with 
houses  of  this  class  would  entail  great  hardship  on  man}’  owners 
who  rely  upon  the  rents  for  their  livelihood,  and  who,  we  are  to 
suppose,  purcha.sed  them  in  the  first  instance  in  all  good  faith,  and 
not  as  an  unreasonably  profitable  investment.  The  building  regu- 
lations, or  rather  the  absence  of  same,  were  largel}’  responsible  for 
their  existence,  and  one  cannot  entirely  blame  tlie  present  owners 
for  their  unsatisfactory  lay-out.  However  there  is  little  donbt  that 
their  demolition  is  the  ultimate  aim  in  improving  the  environmental 
conditions  of  the  inhabitants.  Whether  this  is  to  be  accomplished 
under  the  regulations  as  they  stand  to-day,  or  whether  some  measure 
of  compensation  should  be  allowed  is  a matter  for  the  legislature. 
The  closing  and  demolition  of  these  undesirable  houses  is  entirely  a 
matter  for  the  Authorities,  but  the  provision  of  more  suitable  dwel- 
lings should  not  after  all,  be  a matter  entirely  for  them.  Many 
manufacturing  firms  who  take  a sympathetic  and  practical  interest 
in  the  workers  under  their  charge,  have  regarded  this  question  of 
housing  as  being  directly  of  interest  to  themselves.  aTid  have  pur- 
hased’and  developed  sites  in  proximity  to  their  works. 
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The  scheme  of  the  local  authority  for  the  erection  of  houses 
was  completed  last  year,  142  having-  been  erected,  104  type  A and  38 
type  B.  No  dwelling  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  by  the  local 
authority  at  present. 

During  the  year  the  following  have  been  erected  by  private 
enterprise. 

Woods  Bank  6 

Wolverhampton  Street  2 

Dorsett  Road  . . 8 

In  addition  there  are  4 in  course  of  erection. 

All  the  above  comply  with  the  regulations  as  required  for 
subsidy  grants. 


Housing  9. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  ..16 

(b)  As  part  of  Municipal  housing  scheme  .,  . 0 

1 Unfit  dwelling  houses  — 

Inspection  — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts  . . . . 227 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  in.spected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  77 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  7 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not 

to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  129 

2 Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notice — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ..  71 

3 Action  under  Statutory  Powers — 

A — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Town 
Planning.  <&c.  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  19 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit — 

(a)  by  owners  , . ..10 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intentions  to  close  . . 1 

B— Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  162 

[2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied — 

(a)  by  owners  . 121 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

C— Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing 
Town  Planning,  &c.  Act.  1909 — 

(1)  Number  of  Representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  IMaking  of  Closing  ( )rders  . ..2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Order  were  made  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made..  . ..  — 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  (in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders)  ..  — 


Overcrowding. 

There  are  3778  houses  in  the  district,  and  with  a population  of 
19040  gives  five  persons  per  house.  The  figure  may  not  seem  liigh 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  there  are  l37  houses  with  but  one 
bedroom  and  1882  with  two  bedrooms.  The  overcrowding  reported 
is  chiefly  to  be  found  in  the  types  mentioned.  139  cases  of  over 
crowding  have  been  reported  during  the  year.  A slight  amelior- 
ation of  the  conditions  has  been  secured  by  converting  living  to 
sleeping  rooms,  and  arranging  for  some  members  of  the  household 
to  sleep  away. 


However,  the  question  of  overcrowding  is  of  paramount  im- 
portance to  the  public  health.  When  it  is  considered  that  the 
average  individual  spends  a third  of  liis  or  her  life  in  bed.  the 
question  of  the  conditions  under  which  the  time  is  spent  is  of  vital 
significance.  If  sleeping  rooms  become  overcrowded  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  standard  of  purity  is  reduced  to  as  low  as  200  c.ft.  per 
head,  the  conditions  cannot  be  satisfactory  or  the  rooms  healthy. 
The  scourge  of  Consumption  is  bound  up  to  a great  extent  with  the 
housing  and  overcrowding  of  dwellings. 
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Pleasure  Grounds. 

The  provision  of  open  spaces  and  pleasure  grounds  is  a matter 
which  has  received  the  special  attention  of  the  Council.  In  addition 
to  the  two  small  parks  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  two  additional  and 
larger  areas  have  been  acquired  and  laid  out.  The  George  Rose 
Park,  30  acres  in  extent,  and  mentioned  in  my  last  report  has  been 
considerably  developed  and  improved.  A lodge  has  been  erected 
and  the  main  entrance  gates  and  pillars  are  in  course  of  erection. 
Lavatories  have  also  been  provided  in  the  Park 

The  land  off  Bush  Street,  2-93  acres  in  area,  and  given  to  the 
town  by  Councillor  A.  E.  Owen,  has  been  laid  out  and  fenced  in. 
and  is  a most  welcome  acquisition  in  a thickly  populated  section  of 
the  district. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds. 

There  are  6 cowkeepers  and  15  retailers  of  milk  on  the  registers, 
the  total  number  of  cows  kept  being  32.  The  premises  have  been 
visited  at  frequent  intervals  and  have  been  found  to  be  well  kept. 

As  regards  the  retailers  every  precaution  is  taken  to  avoid 
contamination  during  retention  of  the  milk  on  the  premises 

Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  4 registered  and  5 licensed  slaughterhouses  on  the 
register,  the  latter  being  subject  to  annual  renewal.  The}-  have 
been  found  to  be  well  kept,  but  in  view  of  the  centralising  of  killing 
during  and  subsequent  to  the  war,  they  have  been  little  used  e.xcept 
for  the  slaughtering  of  sheep  and  pigs.  In  view  of  this  the  marking 
of  the  meat  attains  a greater  significance.  The  meat  retailed  in  the 
smaller  urban  and  rural  districts  is  now  for  the  most  part  killed  out 
of  the  district  in  which  sold,  so  that  the  examination  by  local 
inspectors  is  carried  out  under  difficulties  and  at  a disadvantage  in 
view  of  the  absence  of  the  viscera  of  the  animal.  7'he  examination 
of  markets  also  is  rendered  more  difficult  by  the  reason  that  the 
meat  for  the  most  part  3rd  grade  qnalit}’,  conies  from  outside  the 
district  in  which  .sold.  'I'lie  meat  may  or  ma}’  not  have  been  killed 
in  a public  abattoir  or  jnivate  slaughterhouse.  There  is  nothing  to 
indicate  its  origin.  Its  emaciated  condition  may  or  may'  not  be  due 
to  disease.  In  these  circumstances  it  is  only  fair  to  the  reputable 
trader  that  he  should  have  some  indication  that  his  meat  has  been 
jiroperly  examined  and  judged  by  some  anthorit}’.  At  a public 
abattoir  the  meat  Inspector  has  all  the  organs  at  his  disposal  on 
which  to  base  his  discision  as  to  the  fitness  or  otherwise  for  con- 
sumption, and  if  fit  for  food  it  is  only  reasonable  to  suggest  that  he 
should  stamp  the  meat  as  fit  for  food  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this 
meat  will  in  all  probability  find  its  way  into  neighbouring  authorities 
districts  and  there  be  subject  to  further  e.xamination  by  the  meat 
Inspector.  All  meat  passed  should  be  stamped,  as  the  meat 
In.spector  is  only  concerned  with  the  fitness  for  consninption,  the 
quality  of  the  meat  not  being  within  his  province. 


Granted  that  it  is  made  compulsory  for  all  abattoir  meat  to  be 
stamped,  the  question  of  supplies  passing  through  private  slaughter- 
houses remains  to  be  dealt  with.  There  is  little  doubt  that  from  a 
humauatarian  and  public  health  point  of  view  the  private  slaughter- 
house is  an  anachronism.  The  registered  places  are,  almost  without 
exception,  badly  positioned,  badly  arranged  and  difficult  of  approach. 
The  licen.sed  premises  are  an  improvement  on  these  from  the  point 
of  view  of  approach  but  in  view  of  the  impossibility  of  adequate 
supervision,  entirely  undesirable.  If  the  abolition  of  these  places  is 
not  for  the  present,  then  the  question  of  better  supervision  and 
inspection  is  urgently  called  for  and  long  overdue.  The  honest 
trader  has  no  need  to  fear  inspection  of  the  commodity  he  retails, 
but  the  unscrupulous  tradesman  resorts  to  all  kinds  of  subterfuges 
and  tnactices  in  order  to  defeat  legitimate  inspection.  Private 
slaughterhouses  are  much  scattered  and  killing  takes  place  at  all  odd 
times.  There  is  nothing  to  compel  notification  of  slaughter  or  to 
retain  carca.ses  for  inspection.  Disreputable  traders  often  get  their 
supplies  direct  from  the  farms,  being  notified  by  the  farmer  when  an 
animal  is  in  a moribund  and  oftimes  dead  condition.  The  animal  is 
dressed  at  the  farm  and  the  carcase  taken  direct  to  the  shop  or 
market.  Having  regard  to  this  state  of  affairs  the  advisability  of 
inaugurating  a system  of  inspection  and  marking  by  which  all 
carcases  are  inspected  when  slaughtered  becomes  obvious. 

This  can  be  easily  arranged  as  far  as  private  slaughterhouses 
arc  concerned  without  great  expense  or  multiplication  of  offices. 
With  few  e.xceptions  Sanitary  Inspectors  hold  the  Meat  Inspectors 
diploma  indicating  their  ability  to  pass  judgment  on  dead  meat,  so 
that  the  following  method  is  advocated  as  being  at  the  pie.sent 
juncture  quite  feasible. 

All  butchers  holding  slaughterhouse  licenses  should  be 
supplied  with  cards  having  thereon  the  license  number  to  indicate 
its  locality  without  name  and  address,  thus  securing  privacv.  It 
would  contain  information  as  to  the  animals  to  be  slaughtered 
and  the  time  when  ready  for  inspection.  'I'his  notification  should  be 
made  compulsory,  also  retention  of  the  viscera  and  carcase  for  at 
least  ()  hours.  The  cards  could  either  be  sent  through  the  post  or 
delivered  by  hand.  These  regulations  could  easily  be  incorporated 
in  the  .slaughterhouse  bye-laws,  provision  being  made  for  a suitable 
penalty  for  contravention,  but  its  GENERAL  Adoption  is  essential. 
The  meat  could  be  stamped  by  the  Inspector  at  the  time  of  visit, 
being  marked  on  the  ribs  and  flanks. 

Food  Supplies. 

Frequent  visits  have  been  made  to  shops  and  markets  where 
meat  and  food  stuffs  are  retailed  for  consumption.  With  few  e.xcep- 
tions  the  same  have  been  found  to  be  of  a satisfactor)’  character. 
In  two  imstances  and  on  two  succe.ssive  week  ends  meat  was  seized 
from  the  market,  and  on  the  instructions  of  the  Council  proceedings 
instituted  against  the  owner.  'I'he  justices  imposed  a penalty  of 
j^2U  in  respect  of  each  piece  of  meat  (cow’s  heads)  amounting  in  all 
to  ;^6U. 
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The  poor  quality  of  the  meat  retailed  in  the  market  called  for 
close  attention  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  However  much  im- 
provement became  evident  later. 

The  following  food  stuffs  have  been  condemned  and  destroyed 
as  unfit  for  food  : — 1 cow,  (tubercular  generalised),  3 cow’s  heads, 
114  lbs.  tinned  meat,  74>^  lbs.  tripe'  103  pairs  kippers,  283^  lbs. 
sausage,  48  lbs.  liver.  586  lbs.  meat. 

The  stamping  of  the  meat  as  mentioned  in  my  report  last  year 
has  been  discontinued. 


Legislation  on  the  lines  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1913 
would  do  much  to  prevent  diseased  and  emaciated  cattle  finding 
their  way  to  the  markets. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 


There  are  63  Workshops  and  10  Bakehouses  on  the  Register. 
147  visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises.  One  Bakehouse  has 
been  closed  and  one  re-opened  after  structural  alterations.  Two 
Notices  of  occupation  have  been  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories,  also  the  following  dealing  with  sanitary  and  structural 
defects  : — 


Notice. 

1 re  Escape  in  case  of  fire 
1 re  Insanitary  convenience 
1 re  Insanitary  privies 
1 re  No  separate  accommodation 
for  sexes 

1 re  No  ventilation  space  between 
W.C.  and  workshop 


Action. 

Back  exit  provided 
W.C.  erected 

Cleansed  and  limewashed 
B'emale  labour  dispensed  with 
Not  yet  complied  with 


In  addition  the  following  notices  have  been  complied  with 

Cleansing  of  workshops  . . 19 

,,  bakehouses  7 

Structural  defects  4 


Canal  Boats. 

4 registered  boats  were  inspected  during  the  5-ear. 

1 boat  was  reported  as  being  in  an  unsatisfactory  state  as 
regards  cleanliness.  On  being  reported  to  the  owners  the  boat  was 
cleansed  and  repainted  as  required. 


Housing  and  Town  ‘Planning.  Catherine's  Cross  Ward. 
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Table  3. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning.  The  Central  Ward. 
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Housing  and  Town  Planning.  Tjhe  Qfcen  Ward. 
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Table  5. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning.  All  Saints’  Ward. 
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Table  6. 


Showing  deaths  of  Children  and  Death  Rates  of  Children  to  1000 
Deaths  for  1922  and  10  preceding  years. 


YEAR 

Deaths 

under 

1 year 

Deaths  of 
children  under 
1 year 
per  1000  of 
total  deaths 

Deaths  of 
children  of  1 
and  under 

5 years 

Deaths  of 
children  of  1 
and  under  5 
years  per  1000 
of  total  deaths 

1913 

83 

251-51 

70 

212-12 

1914 

83 

292-25 

30 

105-63 

191 5 

79 

259  02 

45 

147-54 

1916 

61 

232-82 

21 

80-15 

1917 

41 

150‘18 

36 

131-86 

1918 

42 

125-37 

42 

125-37 

1919 

51 

185  40 

28 

107  28 

1920 

43 

181-13 

27 

113-92 

1921 

45 

204-54 

27 

122-72 

1922 

36 

150-62 

30 

125.52 

Average  for 
10  years 

56 

203-31 

36 

127-21 

1923 

39 

200  00 

25 

128  20 

Table  7. 


Population 

^ iJeaths 

estimated 

YEAR 

to  middle 

Births 

Deaths 

under  one 

each 

registered 

at  all  ages 

year 

year 

1911 

17,107 

575 

315 

100 

1912 

17,363 

555 

299 

80 

1913 

17,517 

576 

330 

83 

1914 

17,700 

579 

284 

83 

1915 

17.384 

532 

305 

79 

1916 

17,036 

506 

262 

61 

1917 

18,903 

460 

273 

41 

1918 

18,371 

459 

335 

42 

1919 

17,917 

443 

261 

51 

1920 

17,885 

585 

237 

43 

1921 

18.660 

511 

220 

45 

1922 

18,940 

490 

239 

36 

Averpg-e 
for  12  years 

17,898 

523 

280 

62 

1923 

19,040 

459 

195 

39 

I remain,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obedientl}', 

JOSEPH  S.  BARKER,  M.S.I.A., 


(Asso.  Ro3-al  San.  In.st.), 

Certified  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 


